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- Ill aintaining Values .
= = Nez Perce Tribe
- Cultural Resource

Program

To promote the understanding
and use of Nimiipuuneewit
(traditional Nez Percelife-

ways) as integral components

of Tribal culture and regional
management.
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A vast and abundant territory

and Oregon. Medicinal plants, pastures, roots, game and spiritual guides also
were sought and used throughout their territory. The Nez Perce reserved their
rights to continue these practices in all of their usual and accustomed areas under
the Treaty of 1855 made with the United States. This map shows just a few places
utilized by the Nez Perce people in their territory, with their original names.

For thousands of years the Nez Perce people utilized millions of acres of land and
water as well as trade networks with other tribal communities to sustain their
thriving culture. The tribe’s traditional use area stretched from the buffalo
grounds of present day Montana and Wyoming to the salmon country of the
Columbia and Snake rivers and their tributaries in present day Idaho, Washington
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Columbia
River

wiléem
‘Bundled Together’ ®
Willamette Falls

tikemtuusti'®
‘Falls Up High’
Spokane, WA

mux’niise

Potlatch, ID

ipe’luutpe

‘Something Jutting Out Into the River’ P
(reference to Coyote legend/Coyote’s canoe)

Mouth of.the Palouse River

ko’ciispe
‘Pointed Place’
Mouth of Snake River

wec’kepl]upe.

‘Stuck On’(reference to lamprey)
The Nez Perce use many species
of fish, not only:salmon, but oil-
rich' lamprey, once so

numerous even the rocks

were alive with eels stuck on.
The Dalles, OR

‘Place Where Qaaws is Dug’

e tatxin’ma

‘Place Where Deer
Have Fawns’

@ Moscow,'ID
@ pasx’pa
‘Place of Balsamroot®
Walla Walla, WA
(weela’wéele:
small'stream)

lamata
‘Craving Meat”
Whitebird Creek, ID

\/ Sagaanma

‘Place in the:Shade’
Hells Canyon, ID

im’naha

Berries, medicinal plants
and nutritional roots
are gathered from
grasslands and prairies

® heesuunm’tipinwees
‘Place Where

‘Place of Small Suckers/Sculpin’

iisiamhiisnima
‘Place of Bull Trout"
@ Missoula, MT

nixiw’leekt
‘High.Elevation Stream’
Moose Creek/Upper Selway, 1D
[ J

® hin’metuum’iniit
‘Thunder’s Home”
Nez Perce place names
reveal their original
Nez Perce use and
teachings.
El'Capitan/Darby, MT

wewllkiyekuus

‘Bull Elk River’

A wide variety of game,
including elk and deer

were taken by the Nez Perce
from the lowland areas

of the Cascades to the foothills
of the Rockies.

Yellowstone River, MT
® ‘istisiin
‘Place of Prickly
Pear:Cactus’
Helena, MT

weele’tekaaype
‘Basin Place/

Place Where' Metal
Basins'were First
Traded toithe Nimiipuu’
The Nez Perce traded
with a wide network

of people, including

Imnaha River. g Lamprey -~ ®hotootohiicpe ‘ »
A are Attached ‘Place of Kinickkinick/Bearberry’ newcomers to their lands.
) Council, ID Bear Valley, ID Livingston, MT
Spokanee [eCoeur d'Alene pes‘x S _n!me
stii K | A ‘Relating to obsidian/ A '2741
N eMissoula legend site where ® qap qap aala
Yakimae L \,H Obsidian Man was ‘Making Fires With Cottonwood Trees’
Lewiston {7 defeated by Coyote’ Boise, ID
Portland e " ,3 A s Hozeman Huntington, OR
The Dalles ela Grande 2,7 \
! " ;
Nez Perce area of use N ——N pik’uunen
REGON DAHO WYOMIN y y Snake River
Source: Nakia Williamson, Nez Perce Tribe Cultural Resource Program
*Boise Reporting by LYNDA V. MAPES, Maps by MARK NOWLIN / THE SEATTLE TIMES







Selected Nimiipuu Food Resources & Related Residence Patter
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RELATIONSHIP

MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIPS
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Walla Walla Treaty,
June 9™ 1855

Looking Glass- “What I showed these people when
I came here. I spoke beyond it (referring to the map)
and you have said that this talk you would send to
the President and he will see it. You see my body it is
not divided, it is one body as those are all my
children. They have all got horses and cattle that is
the reason I made it larger.”

Gov. Stevens- “I will ask Looking Glass whether he
has been told of our council. Looking Glass knows
that 1n this reservation settlers cannot go, that he can
graze his cattle outside of the reservation on lands
not claimed by Settlers, that he can catch fish at any
of the fishing stations, that he can kill game and can
go to the Buffalo when he pleases, that he can get
roots and berries on any of the lands not occupied
by settlers...”
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| Q/-The excluswe rlght of takmg fish.

m aII the streams where running
~ through or borderlng said

reservation is further secured to

~ said Indians: as also the right of

taking fish-at all usual and
accustomed places in common
with citizens of the territory...
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Ku’seeyne’iskit ‘Trail

Buffalo Country’
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“Under the leadership
of Looking Glass and
Shorn Head the Nez
Perces started from the
plains of Oyaip in
June, one hundred and
thirty tipis strong-from

twelve hundred and
fifty to fifteen hundred
people.”
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Tip’sees’pe- ‘Elkhorn Scraper mountain’




“...Johnson Hoyt,
who would be 100
years old this
fall...he’s our last
Buftalo Hunter,
after the Chief
Joseph War,
Johnson and his
uncle, Amos George
remained 1n

Montana for about

)
two years....




Treaty Reserved
Hunting

Nez Perce Tribe’s
renewal of bison
hunting 1n 2005
1n ku’seeyne
‘Buffalo Country’




PROTECTION

TREATY RESERVED RIGHTS
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